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Britiſh Lying - in Hoſpital for Married Women. 
r 


=D BROWNLOW-STREET, LoXo=ACRE, FEB. 16, 1787. 
"I HE Governors of this Charity, actuated by the ſame principles which firſt 


induced them to ſubſcribe, and till further urged by a more intimate and 
thorough knowledge of its public advantage, take this method to addreſs the 
Nabinsz. Gentry, and Benevolent in general, in its favour, as they are {ure there 
nothing wanted to encreaſe its Patronage, but to ſtate to the Public an account 
of its preſent ſituation, and to make its great utility more generally known. 


This Hoſpital, the oldeſt of the kind now exiſting in this Kingdom, was opened 
in the Year 1749, with only twenty beds; but its utility became in a'few years ſo 
con vicuous, that the number was increaſed to forty«two : In this, ſtate it re- 
mained till within theſe few years, when, on account of the deaths of many of 
its old Benefactots, and other cauſes, the Governors were obliged to reduce the 
nuniber of Beds to thiity-fix : notwithſtanding which, they have, fince the be- 
ginnivg, of this Inſtitution, relieved, upwards of nineteen [thouſand Women; of 

dom Nx hundred and thirty-nine were received during the laſt year. f 


— 


From the great increaſe of the Metropolis "A the Middleſex Hoſpital having 
detlined Fechving pregnant Women, and the Character, it is preſumed, juſtly 
acquired by this Inftifirion, the nuhber of applications for admiſſion has of 
late ſo greatly increaſed, that the Governors have, with deep Concern, ſeen from 
fifty to ſixty Women preſenting themſelves at the weekly board for admiſſion, often 
when there were but five or ſix vacancies; and once when none could be received, 
ine Heufe being quite full. It would be difficult for a Perſon, who has not fat at 
this Board, to form an adequate idea of the filent anguiſh expteſſed by many of 
theſe Women at their diſappointment ; and we fear, from their Inability properly 
to provide for themſelves in their Lying-in, they often look upon that as a mis- 
fortune, which ſhould be confidered by every Women and every State as a Bleſſing. 


Under theſe circumſtances the Governors wiſhed to open the ward formerly 
ſhut up, but have perceived, with infinite regret, that ſuch a ſtep is ſo far beyond 
their abilities, thar, even upon their preſent limited Plan, their yearly revenue, 
though managed with the ſtricteſt care and frugality, has been greatly exceeded 
by their annual expenditure, which could only have been ſupported by Dona- 
tions and Legacies. | 


The Governors hitherto have relied, perhaps too much, on the real merit and 
great public utility of this Charity to plead its own cauſe. They have incurred 
no unneceſſary expences—they have laviſhed away no ſums in coſtly buildings ;— 
and it appears, from authentic accounts, laid before the Court of Chancery, in 
the Year 1780, that the Patients had, for ſeven years next preceding the 3 iſt of 
December 1779, amounting to four thouſand and fixty-fix, coſt this Hoſpital 
leſs, by upwards of twelve ſhillings each, than thoſe delivered and ſupported at 
any other of this kind iv or near Town ; which difference made a ſaving, in fa- 
vour of this Hoſpital, of two thouſand four hundred and forty-three pounds, 
ſixteen ſhillings, and eight-pence, during the ſeven years; and which conſe- 
quently enabled it to relieve a much larger number of Women. 


The married induſtrious poor have ever been conſidered, and with great pro- 
priety, as the ſupport of a Nation :—it is from them we are to ſupply our — 
and armies—from them we are to be ſupplied with the ingenious mechanic, the 

induftrious 


induſtrious manufacturer, and Jabourer ; they are, jn fact, the Riches of the 
Rich; without whom their Wealth would be of little Uſe. The Governors do 
not mean by this to inſinuate that unmarried Women, in a ſtate of pregnancy, are 


not very great objects of Charity: but take the liberty of ſuggeſting, that, at a 


time when the lower order of the people ſeem to pay ſo little attention to moral 
virtues, and when the forms preſcribed both by our religion and the laws of the 
country are ſo little regarded, an inſtitution, where this diſtinction is made, ſeems 
likely to be of the greateſt ſervice; and indeed it appears to be ſenſibly felt by 
the objects themſelves, and is one of the great additional cauſes of the numbers 
applying to this Houſe. Ta - 1 


From theſe circumſtances the Governors truſt, that the matter will be taken 
into ſerious Conſideration by the Affluent and Humane; and that ſuch encou- 
ragement will be given to this Inſtitution, as will enable them to carry into execu- 
tion their uſeful and bene volent intention. 


N. B. The Governors having conſtantly paid ſtrict attention to the great 
objects of cleanlineſs, and tender treatment of the Women, requeſt that Ladies, 
whoſe benevolent diſpoſitions may induce them to patronize this charity, will at 
any time inſpect the wards, and inquire into the management of the Hoſpital. 


Benefactions and Subſcriptions are received by HENRY Bol RRO, Eſq; in Lom 
bard · Streer, Treaſurer to the Hoſpital; Meſſts. HAx KEV and Co. in Fenchurch- 
Street; Meſſrs. Corrs and Co. in the Strand; Meſſrs. CRopr and Co, in Pall- 
Mall; Meſſrs. Herxcy and Co. in New-Bond-Street ; and by the Weekly Com- 
mittee, who meet at the Hoſpital every Friday in the Forenoon. * 


30. YEWD, Secretary, 


